Sunday, April 18, 2021
Easter 3
Worship focus: Celebrate Jesus’s Victory: With his Word
OPENING HYMN

145 – “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won” (verses 1, 3, & 5)
(The “Amen” is sung after the last hymn only.)

1. Jesus lives! The vict’ry’s won!
Death no longer can appall me.
Jesus lives! Death’s reign is done!
From the grave Christ will recall me.
Brighter scenes will then commence;
This shall be my confidence.

3. Jesus lives! For me he died;
Hence will I, to Jesus living,
Pure in heart and act abide,
Praise to him and glory giving.
All I need God will dispense;
This shall be my confidence.

5. Jesus lives! And now is death
But the gate to life immortal;
This shall calm my trembling breath
When I pass its gloomy portal.
Faith shall cry, as fails each sense;
“Jesus is my confidence!”

Please stand.
INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
CONFESSION OF SINS
P: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
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P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and
of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.
O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from the
despair of death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people
gladness of heart and the hope of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Please be seated.
THE WORD OF GOD
FIRST LESSON – Acts 12:1-19
Peter’s astonishing rescue from prison brings joy to his fellow believers.
It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church,
intending to persecute them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with
the sword. 3 When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also.
This happened during the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 4 After arresting him, he put him
in prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod
intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover. 5 So Peter was kept in
prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him. 6 The night before Herod
was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two
chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. 7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord
appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter upon the side and woke him up.
“Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell of Peter’s wrists. 8 Then the angel said to
him, “Put on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap your cloak around you
and follow me,” the angel told him. 9 Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had
no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing a
vision.
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They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city.
It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the length
of one street, suddenly the angel left him. 11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now
I know without a doubt that the Lord sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s
clutches and from everything the Jewish people were anticipating.” 12 When this had
dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John, also called Mark,
where many people had gathered and were praying. 13 Peter knocked at the outer
entrance, and a servant girl named Rhoda came to answer the door. 14 When she
recognized Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back without opening it and
exclaimed, “Peter is at the door!” 15 “You’re out of your mind,” they told her. When she
kept insisting that it was so, they said, “It must be his angel.” 16 But Peter kept on
knocking, and when they opened the door and saw him, they were astonished. 17 Peter
motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and described how the Lord has brought
him out of prison. “Tell James and the brothers about this,” he said, and then he left for
another place. 18 In the morning, there was no small commotion among the soldiers as
to what had become of Peter. 19 After Herod had a thorough search made for him and
did not find him, he cross-examined the guards and ordered that they be executed.
PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 30

P: Sing to the Lord you saints of his;
C: praise his holy name.
P: For his anger lasts only a moment,
C: but his favor lasts a lifetime;
P: Weeping may remain for a night,
C: but rejoicing comes in the morning.
P: To you O Lord, I called;
C: to the Lord I cried for mercy.
P: Hear, O Lord, and be merciful to me;
C: O Lord, be my help.
P: You turned my wailing into dancing,
C: that my heart may sing to you and not be silent.
ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Spoken responsively

SECOND LESSON – 2 Corinthians 2:12-3:6
Through the proclamation of the risen Savior, the Holy Spirit writes joy-filled faith on the
hearts of those who hear that saving message.
12
Now when I went to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ and found that the Lord had
opened a door for me, 13 I still had no peace of mind, because I did not find my brother
Titus there. So I said good-by to them and went on to Macedonia. 14 But thanks be to
God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and through us spreads
everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him. 15 For we are to God the aroma of
Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing. 16 To the one we
are the smell of death; to the other, the fragrance of life. And who is equal to such a
task? 17 Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit. On the contrary, in
Christ we speak before God with sincerity, like men sent from God. 3 Are we beginning
to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, like some people, letters of
recommendation to you or from you? 2 You yourselves are our letter, written on our
hearts, known and read by everybody. 3 You show that you are a letter from Christ, the
result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on
tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. 4 Such confidence as this is ours through
Christ before God. 5 Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for
ourselves, but our competence comes from God. 6 He has made us competent as
ministers of a new covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but
the Spirit gives life.
VERSE OF THE DAY
P: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Our hearts were burning
within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us.
Alleluia.
Please stand.
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke chapter 24.
C: Glory be to you, O Lord!
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GOSPEL – Luke 24:36-49
Jesus’ astonishing resurrection appearance turns the disciples fear into peace, and
doubts into joy.
While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to
them, “Peace be with you.” 37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a
ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?
39
Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have
flesh and bones, as you see I have. 40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands
and feet. 41 And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he
asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled
fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence. 44 He said to them, “This is what I told
you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the
Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 45 Then he opened their minds so they
could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will
suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 37 and repentance and forgiveness of sins
will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses
of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the
city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”
P: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
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He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Please be seated.
HYMN OF THE DAY

160 – “This Joyful Eastertide” (verses 1 & 2)
2. Death’s flood has lost its chill
Since Jesus crossed the river;
Lover of souls, from ill
My passing soul deliver.
refrain

1. This joyful Eastertide
Away with sin and sorrow!
My love, the Crucified,
Has sprung to life this morrow.
refrain

Refrain
Had Christ, who once was slain,
Not burst his three day prison,
Our faith had been in vain:
But now is Christ arisen, arisen, arisen;
But now is Christ arisen.

SERMON
Text: 2 Corinthians 2:12-3:6
Theme: Thank God that Jesus’ victory changes you.
1. Into a pleasing aroma.
2. Into a walking billboard.
Please stand.
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CREATE IN ME

OFFERING
Offering plates are near the exits for you to place your thank-offering.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.
P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks,
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
and we praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, the true
Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the sins of the world and by his
resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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WORDS OF INSTITUITION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD
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Please be seated.
DISTRIBUTION
Please stand.
P: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C: And his mercy endures forever.
P: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to
share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and
peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our
hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
BLESSING
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

241 – “Alleluia! Let Praises Ring” (verses 1-3)

1. Alleluia! Let praises ring!
To God the Father let us bring
Our songs of adoration.
To him through everlasting days
Be worship, honor, pow'r, and praise
Whose hand sustains creation.
Singing, Ringing: Holy, holy,
God is holy. Spread the story
Of our God, the Lord of glory.

2. Alleluia! Let praises ring!
Unto the Lamb of God we sing,
In whom we are elected.
He bought the Church with his own
blood; He cleansed her in that blessed
flood And as his bride selected.
Holy, Holy Is our union
And communion. His befriending
Gives us joy and peace unending.
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3. Alleluia! Let praises ring!
Unto the Holy Ghost we sing
For our regeneration.
The saving faith in us he wrought
And us unto the Bridegroom brought,
Made us his chosen nation.
Glory! Glory! Joy eternal,
Bliss supernal; There is manna
And an endless, glad hosanna. Amen

CONTACT INFORMATION
Pastor Matt Nowak
Office: 419-326-4402
Cell: 419-302-5271
Email: pastormattn@gmail.com
GREETERS

today are:
Next Sunday:

Church/School Secretary
School Office: 419-326-4685
Email: tlsoffice@tlcjenera.org
Website: tlcjenera.org
James & Deb Reichley – Early Service
Mark & Jane Boehm – Late Service
John & Janet Weihrauch – Early Service
Jerry Beagle – Late Service

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE (week of April 11, 2021)
Total Worship Attendance: 176; Early: 72; Late: 104; Adult Bible Study: 22; Teen Bible
Study: 6. On-line worship service views for April 4 (Easter) were 55.
MONEY COUNTERS for this morning through April 24 are the members of James Miles’
Undershepherd group. Beginning Sunday, April 25 will be the members of Clark Inniger’s
Undershepherd group.
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THIS WEEK AT TRINITY (April 18 - April 25)
TODAY Worship 8:00 AM & 10:30; Communion; Adult Bible Study 9:20; Teen Bible
Class 9:20; Special Communion service 1:00.
MON Mornings with Mommy 9:30; Pastors’ Conference; Church Council 7:00.
TUE
Mornings with Mommy 9:30; Pastors’ Conference.
WED Handbells 6:30; Catechism 6:30.
SUN Worship 8:00 AM & 10:30; WELS Connection; Adult Bible Study; Teen Bible
Study 9:20; TLS/Jenera Field Day 2:00.
SCHOOL CALENDAR
WED Chapel 8:20.
SUN Worship 8:00 AM & 10:30; TLS Field Day 2:00.
HOLY COMMUNION: The Bible teaches us that Holy Communion is a public
demonstration of participants’ united confession of the Bible’s teachings (1 Cor. 10:17).
Since we strive to follow all that the Bible teaches, we believe that members of this
congregation or the WELS or ELS synod are united in the true teaching and may
commune together. All guests should speak with a pastor before Communion, to first
determine if unity of faith exists. We’re eager to establish a unity of faith and to declare
this oneness at Communion with you.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School lesson packets for three-year-olds, containing lessons
20-25 are available for pick up in the narthex on the left side of the Sunday School
table. Students in Preschool through eighth grade may find lessons-on-video
at nph.net/ss-at-home. Lesson packets that go with the videos are on the table in the
narthex. The Bible lesson for today/this week is #1, "The Pharisee and the Tax
Collector." May God bless us and our children as we hear and read these lessons from
the Bible.
THE ANNUAL TLS/Jenera Field Day is next Sunday, April 25th, beginning at 2:00pm.
Come on out and join the fun!
CONFIRMATION will take place on Sunday, May 2nd, during the late service.
Examination of the confirmands will take place in the sanctuary between services.
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WE NEED YOU!
Our school is in desperate need of full time bus drivers to drive
morning and afternoon routes each school day throughout the
school year. We are also in need of substitute bus drivers. If
you are interested in either position, please contact the school
office or any school board member. Drivers need not be a
Trinity member, so if you know of someone who may be
interested, please share with them.
7th AND 8TH GRADE CLASS TRIP: Due to CoVID, the classes will not be able to take their
biannual Chicago Trip. They will be taking a 3 day educational trip to southern Ohio. We
are also hosting a meat package raffle to raise funds. Tickets are $10 and the drawing
will be held on April 30, 2021. The package includes 72 pounds of beef- various steaks,
roasts and hamburger. If you would like to purchase tickets, please see any 7th or
8th grade student/parent, Mr. Koepsell, or by calling the school office, 419-326-4685.
Thank you for your continued support!
MONKEYS, ZEBRAS, AND THE ZOO: Hope you can join us with your kids on Monday,
April 19 or Tuesday, April 20 for our next sessions of Mornings with Mommy. We will be
exploring and learning about all kinds of zoo animals. Make a trumpeting elephant, walk
like a penguin, build a zoo, and put spots on a leopard. Meet in the church basement
from 9:30-10:30. Register online at tlcjenera.org or call 262-391-7994.
THE HANCOCK HISTORICAL MUSEUM is planning an exhibit in June on the history of the
Famous Dove and its passengers which was shipwrecked off the Virginia Coast in
September of 1831. They are inviting people who have photos, documents or items
relating to the passengers of the Dove, to share them for the exhibit by donation, loan
or allowing the museum staff to scan papers or photos. You may take the items to the
Museum at 422 West Sandusky Street, Findlay and ask for Lauren Pepple Etler, or call
her at 419-889-4716 to arrange a meeting.
A FREE-WILL OFFERING will be collected next Sunday, April 25th, in honor of Mrs. Traci
Hummer, kindergarten teacher, who is leaving Trinity School at the end of the school
year. Thank you, Mrs. Hummer, for all of your passion and dedication over the last 12
years!
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PRESCHOOL PLAYTIME: Do your kids need a place to get some energy out? Join us for
a FREE open gym for all preschool aged children in the school gym on Monday, May 10
from 10:00-11:00 AM. We will have balls to play with, ride-on toys, mats to crawl/roll
around on, a mini-trampoline, infant toys, and lots of space to run around and play.
PRESCHOOL POSITION in Findlay: Immanuel's Preschool Director, Becky Lange, will be
leaving, as her husband Rev. Paul Lange accepted a Call to Wisconsin. We are looking for
a local person who has an education degree and is a WELS or ELS member to take on
this part-time position. If you may be interested, please call our office for more
information.
TUESDAY EVENING SERVICES: Trinity Elders are looking for feedback regarding our
summertime midweek services. Please contact any elder with your thoughts. Elders
are Ray Curth, Jamey Rausch, Bill Hull, Dan Webb, Gordon Nessler, and Ron Bower.
You may also email the school at tlsoffice@tlcjenera.org or Pastor Nowak at
pastormattn@gmail.com.
RETIRING…
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School in Algoma, WI, will be celebrating the retirement
of former Trinity teacher Mrs. Lori Miller on Sunday, May 23rd. Mrs. Miller is retiring at
the end of this school year. St. Paul’s is inviting our congregation to a special service at
9:00am with a reception to follow. Congratulations may be sent to St. Paul’s School at
1115 Division Street, Algoma, WI 54201. The service will be livestreamed on their
Facebook page.
Also retiring after 38 years in the ministry is Pastor Jonathan Rossman, from St. John’s
Lutheran Church in Whitewater, WI. Pastor Rossman, son of Merritt and Eleanora
Rossman, brother to Jeff Rossman and Dewayne Rossman, is a former Trinity student.
His address is 11325 South Pawnee Circle, Phoenix, AZ 85044, should you care to send
congratulations.
CONFIRMATION REHEARSAL is tentatively scheduled for Friday, April 30th, time to be
determined. Photos will be taken at this time.
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PASSINGS…
Terri Lynn Risch, of Kenton, passed away April 12, 2021 at her residence. She was born
on June 10, 1955 in Kenton to Barbara A. (Sellin) Long of Kenton and the late James A.
Long. She attended Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenton. In lieu of flowers,
memorial donations may be made to Universal Home Health and Hospice.
There will be no services for Terri. It was her wish to be cremated. The Price-McElroy
Funeral Home in Kenton is assisting the family with arrangements.
Online condolences may be expressed at pricefh.net.
CALL RESPONSE
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church, Jenera, Ohio,
Happy Easter! Christ is risen, he is risen indeed! I am writing to acknowledge the fact
that the Lord, through you, has issued the Divine Call to me to serve as your associate
pastor.
It is truly humbling to be Called to serve in the Lord’s Kingdom. I am deeply honored
that you have Called me to serve you. I assure you that I will deliberate the Call you have
extended to me to the best of my ability and to the glory of God. I now ask you for your
prayers. Pray that the Lord would guide me and grant me his wisdom in my deliberation.
Pray that he would grant me a clear evaluation of the scope of the ministry at Trinity
and the ministry I am presently engaged in at Great Plains Lutheran High School
(GPLHS), Watertown, SD.
In addition, I ask that you would pray to the Lord for his guidance and wisdom for me
that I might evaluate my own personal gifts, skills and abilities and how best to use
them for Kingdom work either at Trinity or at GPLHS.
I know and believe that all is in God’s hands. He promises that he will work everything
out for the good of those who love him. I certainly thank the Lord for the opportunity to
consider and deliberate. Please, feel free to contact me via phone or email; I welcome
your thoughts and your comments.
Our Resurrected Lord Jesus will be with you and me today and always,
In Christ,
Pastor Tony Hansen
605-880-5792
thansen@gplhs.
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